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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT Internatio nal application No. PCT/E POO/05732 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as 'originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 1 7)y. 
Description, pages: 

1- 10 as originally filed 
Claims, No.: 

2- 5,7,8 as received on 20/06/2001 with letter of 19/06/2001 
1 .6 with telefax of 25/1 0/2001 

Drawings, sheets: 

1 .2 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the International application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
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□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims. Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 



5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1 -8 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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1. Concerning Section V - Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT 

The following documents are cited - the numbering will be ad- 
hered to in the rest of the procedure : 

Dl: EP-A-0 823 798; 

D2: JP-A-11 134 345 (Abstract); 

D3: US-A-5 483 278. 

1.1. . Claim 1 

(a) 

Dl (abstract) discloses : 

A method for managing data structures broadcast in a 
television system in a receiver of such a system. The method 
comprises the steps of 

- storing a database set up from data selected from received 

data structures; 

- detecting updating of data structures including data in the 

database ; 

- comparing, in case of such detection, data stored in the data 

base and the corresponding data of the updating data 
structure. 

When a difference between the data in the database and the data 
in the updating data structure is detected, a client application 
in the receiver is notified thereof. The detection of such a 
difference is tantamount to "consistency checking" (as in claim 
1 on file) . Accordingly, when updating data are received, a 
comparison is initiated/ triggered . 

Thus the claimed feature "step of triggering a consistency 
check between said <customised> list of services and the down- 
loaded update of a list of services available to the receiver" 
is considered to be anticipated by Dl (the term "customized" 
relates to information content which is not technical and as 
such cannot establish a technical difference. 

Dl and the updating disclosed therein pertain to transmitted and 
received service information (Dl: p. 2 line 5). Thus the database 
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disclosed in Dl is to be seen as a database containing service 
information. A database, according to a normal interpretation 
thereof, represents a stored list of data, ie a stored list of 
service information, in the case of Dl . Accordingly, the respec- 
tive claimed "service lists" of claim 1 are also anticipated by 
Dl. 

The claimed feature "the moment for triggering being chosen by 
an application in said receiver, so as not to disrupt receiver 
use by said check" does not appear to be disclosed in Dl . 

(b) 

It is to be noted that both documents D2 and D3 also deal with 
updating of stored data with received broadcast updating data. 
Data updating requires merging the updating data in to the 
stored data . 

In D2, the updating data are "collated" with the stored data. 
Such activities require checking which item of the updating data 
corresponds to (ie is consistent" with) which of the stored data 
items, and require checking whether a stored data is to be 
updated because the updating data are different from it, or 
whether a stored data item can remain unchanged. 

D3 (abstract) discloses a user interface having the capability 
of updating stored information related to downloaded programs, 
and in which an automatic correlation is made between user 
preference program information data and received updating data. 

The claimed feature "the moment for triggering being chosen by 
an application in said receiver, so as not to disrupt receiver 
use by said check" does also not appear to be disclosed in, or 
suggested by, D2 or D3 . Hence it is considered that claim 1 
meets the requirements of novelty and inventive step (Art. 
33 (2) , (3) PCT) . 

The invention is industrially applicable. 
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1.2. Claim 6 

The findings set out above in respect of claim 1 correspondingly 
apply to claim 6 . 

2. Concerning Section VII: Description and other belongings 

The independent claims are cast in the two-part form as required 
by Rule 6.3(b) PCT, but the two-part form presently used is not 
correct in light of the disclosure of Dl (cf paragraph 1.1 
above) . 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a) (ii) PCT, the rele- 
vant background art disclosed in the documents Dl to D3 cited 
above is not mentioned in the description, nor are these docu- 
ments identified therein. 

The statement of the invention in the introductory portion of 
the description is not matched with the invention as currently 
claimed in independent claims 1 and 6 . 
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CLAIMS 
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15 



20 



1. Method for managing the service lists broadcast in a television 
system characterized in that, in a receiver of such a system, the method 
comprises the step of : 



triggering a consistency check between said at least one customized list of 
services and a downloaded update of a list of services available to the 
receiver. 

2. Method according to claim 1. wherein said consistency check 
comprises the step of verifying the absence of a service of a stored list in the 
updated list, and in case such an absence is detected, in deleting said 
service from the stored list. 

3. Method according to claim 2. wherein the deletion of an absent 
service from the stored list is carried out after a predetermined number of 
checks revealing the absence of the service in the updated list. 

4. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 3, wherein said 
consistency check comprises the step of verifying the presence of a service 
of a stored list in the updated list, and in case such presence is detected, in 
comparing whether parameters relative to said detected service and stored 
in said stored list are similar to parameters relative to said detected service in 
the updated list, and in case of difference between the parameters, of 
updating the parameters of the detected service in the stored list. 



storing at least one customized list of services; 

providing an application programmable interface trigger for 



30 



5. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 4, wherein a 
consistency check of a stored list is triggered: 



wo 00^9787 




PCT/EP00A)5732 



(a) when an application for editing the at least one stored list is 
launched and/or 

(b) at a predetemiined time of the day. 

6. Receiver in a digital television system containing a central unit (23), 
reception means to receiving broadcasted services and services lists, 
memory (12) containing a program, a memory (6) for storing at least one 
customized list of services, characterized in that it comprises: 

- a demultiplexer for demultiplexing an updated list of services 
available to the receiver 

- means for checking the coherence between said at least one 
customized list of services and said updated list of services; 

- a memory for storing an application adapted to trigger the coherence 
check by said means. 

7. Receiver in a digital television system according to claim 6, 
characterized in that it comprises means to allow the user to select a service 
of the customized list and means for controlling if said selected service is in 
the updated list of services, means for updating the customized list are 
triggered if the selected service is not in the updated list. 

8. Receiver in a digital television system according to claim 7, 
characterized in that it comprises it comprises a counter which counts the 
number of checking of lists for that a selected service in a customized list is 
not in the updated list, and a erasing means which are activated when the 
counter reaches a predetermined value. 
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Now Claims 



Claim 1. Method for managing the broadcast service lists in a television 
receiver, the method comprising a previous step of receiving a downloaded update of 
a list of service (MPG) and a step of storing at least one customized list of services; 

the method is characterized in that it comprises the step of triggering a 
consistency check between said at least one customized list of services and the 
downloaded update of a list of serylces available to the receiver, the moment for 
triggering being chosen by an application in said receiver, so as not to disrupt 
receiver use by said checlc. 



Claim 6. Receiver for a digital television system, the receiver containing a 
central unit (23). reception means (2,3.4.5.6) for receiving and storing broadcast 
services and services lists, a memory (12) containing a program, a memory (8) for 
storing at least one customized list of services, characterized In that it comprises: 

- means for chect^ing the consistency between said at least one customized 
list of services and said broadcast list of sen/Ices; 

- a memory storing ah application adapted to trigger the consistency check by 
said means, the checking of the consistency being trigerable by said application 
which canies out said triggeririg at a time chosen so as not to disrupt recehrer use by 
said checking. 
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I. Baslft of the report 

1. With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnishe<i to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Artida 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filGcT 
end are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, pages: 

1.-10 as originally filed 
Claims, No.: 

2-5.7.6 as received on 20/06/2001 with letter of 19/06/2001 

1,6 with telefax of 25/10/2001 

Orewlngs, shsets: 

1 ,2 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the International application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the rnternational application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained In the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

D fumlshed subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement thai the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
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□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims. Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-8 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VIL Certain defects In the international epplicetion 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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1. Concerning Section V - Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCX 

The following documents are cited - the numbering will be ad- 
hered to in the rest of the procedure: 
Dl: EP-A-0 823 798; 
D2: JP-A-11 134 345 (Abstract); 
D3: US-A-5 483 278. 

1.1, Claim 1 

(a) 

Dl (abstract) discloses : 

A method for managing data structures broadcast in a 
television system in a receiver of such a system. The method 
comprises the steps of 

- storing a database set up from data selected from received 

data structures; 

- detecting updating of data structures including data in the 

database ; 

- comparing, in case of such detection, data stored in the data 

base and the corresponding data of the updating data 
structure . 

When a difference between the data in the database and the data 
in the updating data structure is detected, a client application 
in the receiver is notified thereof. The detection of such a 
difference is tantamount to "consistency checking" (as in claim 
1 on file) . Accordingly, when updating data are received, a 
comparison is initiated/triggered. 

Thus the claimed feature "step of triggering a consistency 
chec)c between said <customi8ed> list of services and the down- 
loaded update of a list of services available to the receiver" 
is considered to be anticipated by Dl (the term "customized" 
relates to information content which is not technical and as 
such cannot establish a technical difference. 

Dl and the updating disclosed therein pertain to transmitted and 
received service information (Dl: p. 2 line 5) . Thus the database 
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disclosed in Dl is to be seen ae a database containing service 
information. A database, according to a normal interpretation 
thereof, represents a stored list of data, ie a stored list of 
service information, in the case of Dl . Accordingly, the respec- 
tive claimed "service lists" of claim 1 are also anticipated by 
Dl. 

The claimed feature "the moment for triggering being chosen by 
an application in said receiver, so as not to disrupt receiver 
use by said check" does not appear to be disclosed in Dl. 

(b) 

It ie to be noted that both documents D2 and D3 also deal with 
updating of stored data with received broadcast updating data. 
Data updating requires merging the updating data in to the 
stored data. 

In D2, the updating data are "collated" with the stored data. 
Such activities require checking which item of the updating data 
corresponds to (ie is consistent" with) which of the stored data 
items, and require checking whether a stored data is to be 
updated because the updating data are different from it, or 
whether a stored data item can remain unchanged. 

D3 (abstract) discloses a user interface having the capability 
of updating stored information related to downloaded programs, 
and in which an automatic correlation is made between user 
preference program information data and received updating data. 

The claimed feature "the moment for triggering being chosen by 
an application in said receiver, so as not to disrupt receiver 
use by said check" does also not appear to be diBclosed in^ or 
suggested by, D2 or D3 . Hence it is considered that claim 1 
meets the requirements of novelty and inventive step (Art. 
33(2), (3) PCT) . 

The invention is industrially applicable. 
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1.2. Claim 6 

The findings set out above in respect of claim 1 correspondingly 
apply to claim 6 . 

2. Concerning Section VII: Deacription and other belongings 

The independent claims are cast in the two-part form as required 
by Rule 6.3(b) PCT, but the two-part form presently used is not 
correct in light of the disclosure of Dl (cf paragraph 1.1 
above) . 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a) (ii) PCT, the rele- 
vant background art disclosed in the documents Dl to D3 cited 
above is not mentioned in the description, nor are these docu- 
ments identified therein. 

The statement of the invention in the introductory portion of 
the description is not matched with the invention as currently 
claimed in independent claims 1 and 6. 
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Claim 1. Method for managing the broadcast service lists lii a television 
receiver, the method comprising a previous step of receiving a downloaded update of 
a list of service (MPG) and a step of storing st least one customized list of services; 

the method Is characterized In that it comprises the step of triggering a 
consistency check between satd at least one customized list of sen/foes and the 
downloaded update of a list of services available to the receiver, the moment for 
triggering being chosen by an application in said receiver, so as not to disrupt 
recatvsr use by said check. 

Dalm 6. Receiver for a digital television system, the receiver containing a 
central unit (23), reception means (2.3.4.5.6) for receiving and storing broadcast 
services end services lists, a memory (12) containing a program, a memory (6) for 
storing at least one customized list of servteea, characterized In that It compdees; 

- means for checking the consistency between said at least one customized 
list of services and said broadcast list of services; 

- a memory storing an application adapted to trigger the consistency check by 
said means, the checking of the consistency being trigerabie by said application 
which cam'es out said triggering at a time chosen so as not to disrupt rocoh^er use by 
said checking. 
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CLAIMS 

1. Method for managing the service lists broadcast in a tetevislon 
comprising a previous step of receiving a download update of a list (MPG) 

5 and a step of storing at least one customized list of services; 

the method is characterized in that it comprises the step of triggering a 
consistency check between said at least one customized list of services and 
the downloaded update of a list of sen/ices available to the receiver, the 
moment for triggering is chosen by an application. 

10 

2. Method according to claim 1, wherein said consistency check 
comprises the step of verifying the absence of a service of a stored list in the 
updated list, and In case such an absence Is detected, In deleting said 
service from the stored list. 

15 

3. Method according to claim 2. wherein the deletion of an absent 
service from the stored list is carried out after a predetermined number of 
checks revealing the absence of the sen/ice in the updated list. 

20 4. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 3, wherein said 

consistency check comprises the step of verifying the presence of a service 
of a stored list in the updated list, and in case such presence ^s detected. In 
comparing whether parameters relative to said detected service and stored 
in sard stored list are similar to parameters relative to said detected service in 

25 the updated list, and in case of difference between the parameters, of 
updating the parameters of the detected service in the stored list. 

6. Method according to one of the claims 1 to 4, wherein a 
consistency check of a stored list Is triggered: 
30 (a) when an application for editing the at least one stored list is 

launched and/or 
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(b) at a predetermined time of the day. 



a Receiver In a digital television system containing a central unit (23), 
reception means (2. 3. 4, 5. 6) to receiving and storing broadcast services 
5 and services lists, memory (12) containing a program, a memory (6) for 
storing at least one customized list of services, characterized in that it 
comprises: 

- means for checking the coherence between said at least one 
customized list of sen/ices and said broadcast list of services; 
10 - a memory for storing an application adapted to trigger the coherence 

chock by said means, the application calling the means fo checking the 
coherence. 

7. Receiver in a digital television system according to claim 6. 
characterized in that it comprises means to allow the user to select a service 

15 of the customized list and means for controlling if said selected service Is in 
the updated list of services, means for updating the customized list are 
triggered If the selected service is not in the updated list. 

8. Receiver in a digital television system according to claim 7, 
characterized in that it comprises it comprises a counter which counts the 

20 number of checking of lists for that a selected service in a customized list Is 
not In the updated list, and a erasing means which are activated when the 
counter reaches a predetermined value. 
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